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In light of the way in which ; 
the President reported his 
position, our judgment to get 
on the record at the Cabinet — 
‘level seems to be a good move. 


I think we can anticipate 4 
challenge to the mandatory . 
STAT 


4 


deter > | 
retirement feature of CLARDS 
and we will be ready for the 
challenge when it comes. . 
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C3 
Mandatory 


By Herbert H. Denton 

vm "etn Post Stall Writer 
President Reagan endorsed leg- 
islation yestescay that would pronib- 
it mandatory retirement in govern- 
“ment and private industry because 
of age as he Proclaimed May as 

“Older Americans’ Month”. - a 

Reagan, 71, the oldest ever to 
Serve as. president, said in a brief 
Rose Garden. Speech that “older 
Americans possess ‘a reservoir of ex- 
perience and a depth -of knowledge 
that is a great national Tesource, .. 
. When it comes to retirement, the 


 cfiterion.should be fitness-for work, - 
. Rot year of Girth.” . ca) a ne 
~ Apparently referring to questions 


taised about his own age during the 
1980 election. - campaign, Reagan 


“2, Said: “Some ‘of us have already 
~ “reached a certain chronological age _ 
* which others thought should keep’ 

them from their jobs.” - e 


Under legislation passed in 1978, 


the ege at which employers ‘have the 


option ci forcing workers to retire 


. . Was raised from 65. to 70: Under 
‘Reagan's proposal, an employer . 


' would never be abie to retire a work- 


A Labor Department study last 


? 


+ nee, 


year indicated that removal of the: . 


but wenld have minimal impact on 


~ the emzioyment of youth, minorities 


and women. After the retirement age 
was raised from 65 to 70, the study 


. found, the nimber of older workers 


increased by ..'0,000, 
Reagan used yesterday's occasion 
to attempt again to counter < Targes 


“that. his eco: omic program is unfair | 
“to the needy. He said that the de- 
cing ot inJetion hed helped elderly 
Th lee ce that | 
ué the oid mass up only Ll par.» 
cent °° “hs population ‘they will re- ; 


on fed inc. 


ceive .S percent of the federal bud- 
327 <8 -vagr. : 


Meanwhile yesterday, former vice | 


‘president Walter F. Mondale, speak- 
ing here to the National Council on 
the Aging, called 3<4gan’s policies 


€ pged Pangan 


an “enormous mee disgster” for . 


Smeects tldarte: 
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é macdatory retirement age wou'd add.” 
"200,000 ‘persons to the work force 


an Would Forbid 23 


mehrement 


to rewrite his propesed 19<3 budget 
to cut military Spending instead of 
programs such as food stamps, + 
Medicare and enersy aid. cn 
Mondale, noting the announce-., 
ment that unemployment rose last 
month to 9 percent, matching the; 
Previous post-World War II peak of.; 
May, 1975, said Reagan’s policies _ 
had “paralyzed economic recovery,” * 
White House Ceputy press secre- - 


tary Larry Speakes said the admin- « 


‘istration was “diseppointed” by the 


increase in unemployment, +” 
Mitac LE Ee pe tea 


